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. Notes from the Frincipal

Notes from the Principal

Important Dates, Emergency 2 Greetings Northwinds Families,
Test Messsage

. . It has been wonderful to welcome students back both in person and in a virtu-
Cafeteria, Office 3 al format for the 2020-2021 school year.
Substitutes, PTO 4 . ) .

We hope that the transition back to school in any format has been a positive

PTO continued 5 experience for your child and your family.
Truancy Letters 6-8

| wanted to introduce a few new staff members we have this year at North-
winds (see below) as well as update you on a few changes in our specialist
Afternoon pick up procedure 10 class offerings for this year. Due to our current situation, enrollment and
schedule, the specialist classes offered at Northwinds this year are Music,
Physical Education and World Cultures (for 4th grade students only).

Morning Drop off Procedure 9

New Staff to
Northwinds:

Courtney Hinz Kallie Statema

Kindergarten Teacher SpEd Teacher

Marc Jacobs Stephanie Klein Katie Holmes

Phy Ed Teacher SpEd Teacher Speech Teacher

Tracy Conklin Carrie LePage Tracy Cotton

ESP SpEd ESP SpEd ESP
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]mPortant Datcs
October:
September: 5th—PTO Meeting 4-5 pm November:

_ ' 2nd—PTO Meeting 4-5pm
29th—Hearing & 8th—Emergency TEST Message §54op
Vision Screening b 5th, 10th & 12th—Virtual Con-

8oy 14th-16th—NO SCHOOL, Fall Break rtuaton
request only ferences 3:30-7pm
22nd—Fundraiser Kick Off (online dona-
. 13th—No school
tions)

25th—27th—NO SCHOOL
29th—Fundraiser ends cash/check

Thanksgiving Break
Collection Day in classroom SING

Emergencg Test Message——October 8

BHM Schools wants to ensure that we are communicating with parents in the most effective way possi-
ble. On Thursday, October 8, 2020, mid-morning, the district will send out a district-wide emergency test
message to parents and guardians from our parent notification system. You should receive a call, email
and text messages (whatever information you have on file with your child's school). Especially with the up-
coming winter months, we want to be sure parents/guardians don't miss any important messages from the
school or the district about cancellations or delays. Remember this is ONLY a TEST and NO action will likely

be necessary.
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Ca{:cteria Corner

Hello from Northwinds Nutrition Services staff. We are so happy to have students and staff back in the
school. We missed you all!! You may have noticed that breakfasts and lunches are served a little different-
ly. We are all working hard to keep everyone healthy and safe.

Breakfast and Lunch meals are free for all students at all of our schools. The end date for the Free Meals
is unknown at this time. The USDA and MDE FNS have told us that the "free meals for students will end on
December 31, 2020, or when funding runs out.” MDE FNS will notify us when the funding runs out and we
will then notify parents/guardians and then switch to regular priced meals.

Ala Carte items can be purchased. At the elementary level, that would include milk to go with a lunch from
home or an extra milk. The cost would be $0.50/carton. Since milk by itself is considered an ala carte item,
it does not qualify as free. Please make sure there are sufficient funds in your child’s account to cover this
cost.

As always, if you have any questions, please give me a call at 763-682-8838
Sue Van Lith
Nutrition Services Manager

Office Post-|t

e Please call the office at 763.682.8800 by 1:00 if there are ANY changes to your child’s normal end of
day transportation. You may let the teacher know as well. Keeping as much of a regular routine sched-
ule for your child at the end of the day is always best.

e Please be sure to call the bus company (Vision Transportation at 763.682.3232) if there are ANY
changes to your child’s drop off or pick up destination. Please also notify your child’s teacher and/or

the office.

e If your child will be absent, please call the Attendance Line at 763.682.8804

e When dropping off in the morning or picking your child up after school, please follow the arrows to

“snake” through the parking lot and make your drop off or pick up as quickly and safely as you can.

The diagram for pick ups and drop offs is attached on pages 10 & 11 of this newsletter.



Substitute F. SFs and T eachers Needed to Join Qur | eam!

The District is looking to hire substitute Teachers, Special Education and Instructional ESP’s (paras) for the

school year. If you love working with kids, this is the perfect job. You choose when you are available to
work and if you want to work at Northwinds and/or other schools in the District. If interested go to the

BHM Website to see qualification requirements and to fill out an application. If you have any questions, feel
free to call the Northwinds Office at 763-682-8800.

[ PO News

Our Annual FALL FUNDRAISER will be happening October 22-29. We will be taking online donations
(more info to come). Cash or check donations can be made on the LAST DAY (Oct. 29) in your student’s
classroom.

Buffalo High School Homecoming Week is October 5-9. Watch for information on some fun dress up days
for Northwinds that week!

PTO is planning a Bison/Northwinds Apparel fundraiser. Watch for more information to come on that as
welll

If you’d like to be a part of the NES PTO (Parent Teacher Organization), or just want to hear about volun-
teer opportunities, (not as many currently due to Covid regulations, but hopefully more soon!) please
send an email to Northwindspto@gmail.com.


http://www.bhmschools.org/departments/human-resources/join-our-team
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[ FTO News, cont'd. ]

Simple ways you can help Northwinds this year...

1. Sign up for AMAZON SMILE! Now every time you order from Amazon.com you
can help give back to Northwinds!

The AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same products,
prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The difference is that when
you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of
the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your
choice. To start making a difference go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/83-0880999
Orgoto:
https://smile.amazon.com and assign NORTHWINDS PTO as your charity.

2. Sign up to receive emails from us for future opportunities. Email
northwindsPTO@gmail.com and let us know if you would like to be added to
the list.

3. Get the Box Tops for Education app and choose Northwinds. Then all you have to do is take a pho-
to of your receipt through the app and submit...that’s IT!

4. Like us on Facebook: Northwinds PTO

u http://www.facebook.com/NorthwindsPTO/



http://www.facebook.com/NorthwindsPTO/
http://www.facebook.com/NorthwindsPTO/
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Avrpust 10, 20210
Icar Parents:

As owe wpruodch o new school wear, 1 oar poce apain wsling everyin {Hmanis,
auardians. schools, weachers, social warkbers) for their suppett and assislunce 1
roduedng traney, For dhe laal sewerd] yoarg we have all made o concarred offorr ro
redyes Lrugmey ynd wee are comilining, o mabe prodess Yoy supporl and assislance
in reducing the Ineney rale wias greally apprecioled L owis traly o e e [T,

1 bzlicsre all children deserve a solid edncarion to propace then fos the challcopes of
todax®s would, Likesadsc, T Bmnode by gareni want twar ¢laildren o mooeive the
Lzl poawilale clieatiim, Thlorlomalely, ruamcy metes meeny S ildven of ther change o
obbin an eduealion. 17 this Tetler does mok pe dain to 3ot |apologiee. | losever, om
ey pelspect e the ssne of truancy i3 Lopertant ceowgh thar | wamed to shase with
von oune of oy thonghts ard coneoms,

Ay ke Wight Counly Alarhes, | have supported ooen eomimihicanon with aur
schools and have given many tlks to varons schools regarding the criminal justice
sysberny, Lthe apporoities owr preat conntry effers, what it takos to he & pood citizen
anc the necd for an oducation, T aigo heliave that e e aest ol our codlective anahy
aur ahildren mesd e oweam educalian withool lsarng digs e violense, Thet i owly 1
gthowse s wilen a namber ol 8afe School Cotamittees throuphout the Coanry. One of
1he iasues raised in thosc comunittees s woaney, T haso mode the roanes @sue &
prionty within my office, Ton years uga noy aiTiee parlivipelad i crealicg 8 itysney
program by el Tubernbing with achoals, Social Seriices, Court Services aond the Caucts
1 uwsiel, Farnilies, (zcing truancy issues. The goal of the Tmaney program is to help
Camiliss faciiitate sncecsetnl comnpletion of their childven's eduertion, The program 'LJI
agaceess Orver 35 of all familics redorred 1o the provrem in che Tas) thrae veare haw?
boomable to gl the ey praklein belire court invalvement

[n e Slewe of Minnesota, all children should atend sehool unlil tbo sge of 18 and
most Ertend school unill the aec of 17, Mino. Stal, §120A4.22, Sykd, §, Conlinginy
Truant.. means a child who 1s oder 17 veand who s absent leom ailendance al schissl
withevat L lil #xcoee for thiee davs it the child (2 in clemeatary school or fer three
o mofe class porlocs oo throe days ifthe child 13 im middle achool, jumicr high or

~n Cqusl Sropotanity Erplayver



ot hips school, Minn. Stal. §2604.02, Subd 3. Habitual truant.. mewns g child onder the age of 17
years whe is absent [rom atlsndanse at school without lewdul excuse Jor seven schoel days ifthe child is in
elementyry sehool or for one or more class perfods on ssven school days if the child is in middle school,
junior high or high school, or the abowe or the child is 07 vears old and has not lewdully withdrawn from
schaol. Minn. Stat, §2604.007, Subd, 19, Children who are tneant csn end op belore g judee cn g CTIIPS
{Children in Weed of Protection or Services) Pedtion. It is the hope that through the triancy program
families who bave o concer over truancy can be provided help o widress the problam before a patidion is
filed.

Thete are many ressong why achild does not atisnd school: illaess, family cmergency, menlal health issoes,
funeral, religivus haliday, bullying at school, parear forgot to wake (heir child, parent did not know scheol
schedule, child misscd the bus and lhere was no back-up plan for transportation, child overslepl, law
awarzness of the imporianee of an education, child didn't feel like geing to school, child was aleepy, child
thirke school is boring, and the parents did nol understand taeir child's sehool allendance policy. Sore of
he ahove roasons are cotgidered laedil excuses but many of the ahave are conzidered undawiil cxenses,

The following are some tips for improving schaol attendanue,

- Make your children's education a family pricrity.

- Tell your children how important their education is to them and you.

- Insisl that vour children amend schoot and do their homework.

- Underscand vour children’s school attendance palicy.,

- Make sure your children obey curfew laws and get plenty of slecp at might.

- Buy your children an alwwm clock.,

- Tell vour children that you lave them and give them hugs on aregnler basis,

- Praise your children's elTort that they pul ferth.

- If possible, help them with their homework if they requesl.

. Do net enable your childeen by calling the school to cover illegal ahsences.

- 10 your child does not want to altend school, find out wiry, Talk to o child and Lsten for an
anawer. 1fthere is a problem, try to solve it logelhe:.

- Ifyour child refuses to po to scaool, do nol be afzaid to ask for help. Talk to school slalTw find out
if your ¢hild has a problem and what resources arc available o vou,

- Advocate for your children in the school systeimn

Regular sshool attendance is one of the most reliable predictors of academic achievement. Research shows
that shildren wha do netattend school do nat learn at the same rate as children who do attend school. Alzp,
1 law enforocement eircles, truancy is widely regarded as a gateway (o ctime.  Bescarch gomlitms that
missing school is & key factor in predicting futirs delinguency and criminal behavior. Keeping children in
school does nol only promale educational success, but is also o key crime provenlion stralesy.

1et us work together to reduce the truaney rate in Wright County, We owe it ta our childrer. Task B your
help. Task for your support. [ thank vou for vour Lime and efftrt.

T is my sincere wish that cur children’s 2020-2021 schoal yeer is safs, productive and cjovable. Ilave 2
preat year!

Sircorely,

=

Tom M. Kelly
County Attomes
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Northwinds Express

Anpnst 10, 2020
Thear Pacenly;

In 2007 the Wagltl Coonty Artarncy™s ffiee participared in coeating o Truancy
Ihvessinn Frogram b collaboratisag with Woght Comty Schools, Social Services, Canre
Sorvoece and the Conts to gssia families Mong roanay i=s0es, The seal of the ITaaney
Trvession Progmary s b help lenilies aeilitele soccess ] completon of ther childroes
cihwation, The promeian has eeo a suceess, edacing the smonnt o Duancy woses el
willi the Liouet 2 Wripht Connty by 7596 again thiz year,

[ oy clyild has oen 3denticied by his ar her schunel axoa bwnl, e will be assed fo
pariivipdle in the Wrghl County Truaney Tragram. This prograin 18 designed o presenl,
infonme “on b perents wnd shildren about the effects of raaney oo a child’s Tulane, whet
cun happen i the child eenains toaot and scrvices thar can be offered o balp eoswre thar
waur £hild pers the aducation he or she deoscrves.

[ the State of Minnosale, all children slamild acend schasl oot the zpe of 15 wod must
allend sdhuaol ondl the age off 170 Mine, Stat, 312022, Subd, 4. Comtinuing
Truunl... imeass a child who {3 voder 17 w<ars who s ahsent fom ghendance at schoe)
without lawmil comeise Tor hras duys i051he chibd is in elementary achanl or B three ar
mwre clss periods on hree days (7 the child I3 in ndddle seheol, punioe hish o bz
skl Whinn, St 82604 02, Subd. 3. Habimal Truant. . meaos a ckild nnder the ags
ol 17 vews whe Lz abscor from artencancs 4l sehaal wathaun el sxeuse for sever
school davs iftac child 1= o o emenlary sehisol or o une or ore cluss periods on sover
school duys I0 the child 13 im0 middle schaal, jucdor high ar Bigh sehoal, or the absve oe
the ¢hild 15 17 weuns oid amd has not lawtnlly withdrawn flom school. Minn, Star.
S2RNC.ONT, Jubd 19,

1t is mpartant 10 understansd (han e CTITTS Truancs Patticn may be filed betirs or atter
the mesting I vour elald cenlinoees to be absont fron: school withont lawful cxense. If
worw hurve questions: about you: chi.d®s aftendance, plasss coniact your child’s sehoal,

Lrt us work together b rodoce ke lreaey eate in Wricht Comoty. We o 12 oo
caildran, Tk for sour help, Dasl: for vour suppert. | taaak vou Zor vour -ime and cffoet.

Mineeely,
Tom . Kely
Wricht Ceunty Attorncy

Al Egua Qpperronivy Smpayar
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PLEASE NOTE: Currently, we are NOT allowing parents to escort students to their class-
rooms. For pick up, you may still park in the “escort” zone of the parking lot and wait for your
child on the parking lot side of the cross walk and meet him/her there.

Thank you for your understanding!

Northwinds Elementary MOrning Drop-Off

S —

Dropping Off
Students to Enter
Building WITHOUT
Escort:

* Lane in front of school is
an “EXPRESS DROP OFF
LANE ONLY™ —do NOT park
there. If you must get out
of your car, PLEASE PARK IN
PARKING LOT.

* ALWAYS pull as far South
(toward the water tower) in
the express lane as you can
go. Students can enter
Main OR South doors
between 7:25—7:45 am.

* Make sure your child{ren)
exit out of the car on the
SIDEWALK side.

* Take your turn merging
with cars that are exiting
the parking lot area.

* Be aware of traffic at all
times. Give the buses the

right of way.

* Carefully exit the NES
parking lot. Wait for signals
from crossing guards as
they are watching out for
STUDENT SAFETY at all
times.

Students Can

BERIERANATENING oo

“Escortng Students INTO School ¥

Express Drop

* PATIENCH, PATIENCE, PATIBENCH.
pedestrians.

FIRST PRIORITY!

* In the morning all traffic in parking 1
For everyone’s safety,

“Escorting
Students Into
School”
Parking Zone
Pull into Parking Lot

—park in this
outlined Parking
Zone — g crozawalk
to reach main
entrance — keep
close eye on your
child{ren) —do NOT
drop off students in

E- “ONE WAY" going south (towards water towex).

please be patient and watch forx

* Refrain from using electronic devices while driving in the school mone. If you must use
your phone, please pull in the parking lot and PARK.

* No cars are allowed in the bus area on the South side of the school.

* BAlways YIELD to the Crossing Guards — dxiving arxound the flagsz iz againszt the law. We
will take down license plate numbers and we will call the police. STUDBNT SAFETY IS OUR




PLEASE NOTE: Currently, we are NOT allowing parents to escort students to their class-
rooms. For pick up, you may still park in the “escort” zone of the parking lot and wait for your
child on the parking lot side of the cross walk and meet him/her there.

Thank you for your understanding!

Northwinds Elementaﬁ End of Day ~PiCk Up

D [ | l $
- A »
—— 4 l

- G il '- |“ ! = Ppicking Up Students o8
4 = =2 | . QUTSIDE af the

pi5 Tu
— J
{ “Escorting

‘ building:
* Follows arravss A-<

| | to form line for

j Students 0:11 of student pick up at

’ . ::hoozl; | enc ct dey ard leave
arking Zane

| :zchocl parking lot

* When traftic
moves up, stay in
line.

* ALWAYS pull as far
sculh fleward the
water towar) as you
car go tawait for
vour child. [fyou
mu:t g=t out ot your

2 2ullinto Parking
| Lot— parkin this
cutlined Parking
o Zone -NMUST use

crosswalk
N parents can Wi
inszhoolenlry or
in front of scheaol
until kel rings

"Eicavting

students TARN Students OUT 2
NOT b picked vp of School” :eArI.lch‘leN—:}::ME
Parking Zone

in parkinz let e
acu Lwa king
them to car.

PARKING LOT.
| % STUDENTS WILL

| NO LONGER BE
ALLOWED TO ENTER

Exit
I South

Drive

i

_E #—— o THE PARKING LOT ;
, e | TO MEET PARENTS
- - | WAITING IN THE
e 2 \ PARKING LOT.

Parenzs will still

Buses Only | neec o pull intha
Beyond exprass lane to sick
This Peint up their child(ren),

REMINDERS:

* PATIENCE, PATIENCE, PATIENCE. For cveryohe’s safety, please e patient and walch for pedestrians,
* Refrair from Jsing electranic devices while driving in the school zone, if youa must use your phune, please
aul i the parking lot and PARK.

* Mo cars are allowsad ir the bus arca 91 Lhe South side of tha scheol.

* tlways YIELD to the C-ossing Guards —drlving around the flags is against the law. ‘e will taks down lizense glate
numbers anc w= will call Lhe pol ce STUDENT SAFETY IS OUR FIRST PRIORITY!

)




