
January 8, 2021 
 
 
Greetings BHM Families, 
 
Welcome back from Winter Break! We remain optimistic that it will be a Happy New Year for 
schools as we work to safely bring our students and staff back into our buildings over the next 
couple of months. We continue to follow the guidance set forth by the Minnesota Department of 
Education (MDE) and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) in the ​Safe Learning Plan 
for the 2020-21 School Year​. 
 
As we start this new year, we just want to remind you of a few things. As outlined in Governor 
Walz’s orders before the break, he stressed how elementary schools could begin bringing 
students back to In-Person Learning as early as January 18 using a “rolling start” 
format–bringing in three grade levels at a time beginning with K-2. The following calendar 
outlines our district’s plan: 
 
2021 Return to School Calendar 
 

● January 4-15 
○ Elementary and PreK in Hybrid 
○ Secondary grades 6-12 in Distance Learning 

● January 18 
○ No School–Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

● January 19-28 
○ Elementary K-2 and PreK return to In-Person Learning (continue early dismissal) 
○ Elementary 3-5 continues in Hybrid (continue early dismissal) 
○ Secondary grades 6-12 continue in Distance Learning 

● January 29 
○ No School/End of Term K-12 

● February 1 
○ Elementary K-5 and PreK are In-Person (return to normal dismissal time) 
○ *​Goal​: Grades 6-12 return to Hybrid (M/W, T/TH, Friday On-Line) 

● February 16 
○ *​Goal​: Begin roll-in of secondary students 6-12 to In-Person Learning 
○ Transition day(s) may be needed for furniture movement and planning  

● March 1 
○ *​Goal​: K-12 In-Person 

 
* ​Goals ​are pending our consultation with our COVID-19 Regional Team and approval from 
MDE and MDH. 
 
 
 

https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033418&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE033418&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary


Transportation 
Once students in K-2 return to In-Person Learning January 19-28, older siblings in grades 3-5, 
who attend KidKare, will be able to ride the bus to and from school with their younger sibling.  
 
Updated Face Mask/Shield Protocol 
While the recent update to the Safe Learning Plan states that it is “strongly recommended that 
districts require staff to wear face masks and face shields together, whenever possible during 
the school day,” BHM Schools will not make the wearing of a face shield a requirement. The 
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) and the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) 
have relaxed the guidelines on this guidance. Anyone who is in direct contact with students will 
have a face shield available for use, but will not be required to wear the mask and shield 
together at this time. Mask guidelines for students and staff are still in effect.  
 
Revised Quarantine Guidelines 
When in the Hybrid Learning Model, the quarantine period for a direct exposure while in school, 
on the bus or in childcare or outside of your family household is only 10 days if students can 
maintain 6 feet of physical distance when in school. However, individuals will still be required to 
quarantine for 14 days if the direct contact is within your family/household. 
 
Please reference the ​BHM Decision Tree​ if you need any guidance on this process. ​(This 
document is modified from the MDH Decision Tree.)  
 
Sports/Activities 
The middle school and high school activities departments along with Community Education will 
continue to communicate with families regarding the new requirements and any updates.  
 
Voluntary COVID-19 Testing has Started 
Testing is just one more mitigation strategy we are using to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 in addition to masks, face shields, social distancing, good hand hygiene, student 
cohorts (groups) and more. As of January 7, 2021, BHM Schools began offering saliva testing to 
all BHM staff who have direct contact with students. This test is free and optional for staff.  

Remember, testing is available to ALL Minnesotans​ ​at any time.​ ​There are over 20 no-barrier 
community testing sites run by the state of Minnesota. Testing is open to everyone with – or 
without insurance. And,​ ​you can make an appointment or walk-in/same day​. 

Coming Up... 
You can expect to hear more from me next week with reminders of our upcoming schedule 
changes. I know this is a lot for our busy families to keep track of, and I will do my best to keep 
you informed. We are committed to the safety of all of our students and staff and with your 
continued support, we will get through this together.  
 
 
 
 

https://www.bhmschools.org/sites/default/files/downloads/bhm-decision_tree-families-12-23-20_1.pdf
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp
https://mn.gov/covid19/get-tested/testing-locations/index.jsp


Be healthy and safe BHM! 
 

 
Scott Thielman, Superintendent 
BHM Schools  
 
 
 
Document Translation Assistance 

  

 :إذا اردت الحصول على نسخة من هذه الوثیقة مترجمة بلغتك الام الرجاء ارسال طلبك هذا على الایمیل التالي
 ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

如果您需要將這份文件譯成母語，​ ​請電郵​ ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

Hvis du ønsker at få dette dokument oversat til dit modersmål, kan du sende en 

e-mail til ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

Halutessanne dokumentin omalla äidinkielellänne, voitte olla yhteydessä 
jmischke@bhmschools.org 

Yog koj xav tau cov ntaub-ntawv no txhais ua ntawv hmoob, thov sa email rau 

jmischke@bhmschools.org 

もし本文の日本語訳をご希望されましたら、どうぞ​jmischke@bhmschools.org​ま
でに、ご連絡下さい。 

  

Jei norite, kad šis dokumentas būtų išverstas į jūsų gimtąją kalbą, nusiųskite laišką 

toliau nurodytu adresu ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

Se você deseja ter esse documento traduzido no seu idioma nativo, por favor enviar um email 

para ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

Если вам нужен перевод данного 

документа на родной язык, сообщите об 

этом по адресу  ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  



 

Si desea que este documento se traduzca a su idioma nativo, envíe un correo 

electrónico a ​ ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

หากคุณตอ้งการให้แปลเอกสารน้ีเป็นภาษาแมข่องคุณ  ​โปรดสง่อีเมลไปท่ี 
jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

Nếu quý vị muốn nhận được tài liệu này đã dịch sang ngôn ngữ mẹ đẻ của mình, 

vui lòng gửi email tới địa chỉ:  jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

ይህ ጽሑፍ በቋንቋዎ እንዲተረጎምልዎት የሚፈልጉ ከሆነ እባክዎ በሚከተለው ኢመይል መልእክት 

ይላኩ፡​ ​ ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

  

Ti e ba fe ki a  tumo  Nkan ti o wa ninu  iwe yi si ede abinibi yin e fi iwe waya 

remarking sowo ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

Näk mo i manya warakattø man nee løk ki dhøk mari, göön bang email man: 

jmischke@bhmschools.org 

ਜੇ ਤੁਸ� ਇਸ ਦਸਤਾਵੇਜ਼ ਨੰੂ ਆਪਣੀ ਮੂਲ ਭਾ�ਾ ਿਵਚ ਅਨੁਵਾਦ ਕਰਨਾ ਚਾਹੰੁਦੇ ਹੋ , ​ਤ� ਿਕਰਪਾ ਕਰਕੇ  
jmischke@bhmschools.org​ ​ਨੰੂ ਈਮੇਲ ਕਰੋ 

Kung kinakailangan ninyong isalin ang dokumentong ito sa sarili ninyong wika, 

ipagpaalam lang po sa akin sa ​ ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

If yu wan lɛ dɛn rayt dis pepa na Krio, duya rayt to ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 

Kama ungependa hati hii itafsiriwe kwa lugha yako ya asili, tafadhali tuma barua pepe 

kwa​  ​jmischke@bhmschools.org 


