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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL ï Dr. Mathew Nelson  

 
   Welcome back to Discovery Elementary!  
  I hope everyone had a great summer and now find yourself excited to start the 
upcoming school year.  I know we are very excited to start the 2018-2019 school 
year.  There is such an awesome excitement in the air here, brought in by the students 
as we begin another school year together at Discovery! 
 
 For the second summer in a row, we experienced the excitement of another 
major remodel with the conversion of our old office area into a new Kindergarten 
classroom and new carpet in Commons A.  A special thanks to Sharon Uttke, Randy 
Klatt and our custodial staff for all their work in helping us get the entire school,  
including the commons areas, ready for another school year.  We all work so hard to 
make Discovery a positive place for kids, and itôs nice that we are continuing to take 
steps from a physical standpoint to have our spaces look as warm and inviting as the 
staff and students that reside in them.  As I have said many times in the past and every 
year in this introduction newsletter, there is just something special about Discovery 
Elementary.  When we are in the middle of the school year and working so hard for 
the students we serve, we do not often take time to reflect on and appreciate all  
the great things about our school family and culture, but we have a GREAT thing 
going here!  I appreciate our amazing team and our strong commitment to doing what 
is best for our students.  It is hard to pinpoint exactly what it is that makes us so  
different and special, however I do believe the quote below really gets at the core of 
what we are all about in what we strive to do for kids every day. 

 
They may forget what you said, but they will never forget how  

you made them feel. 
                                                    ~Carl W. Buechner 

 ñTogether Weôre Better!ò continues to resonate in my mind whenever I think 
about the great school community we have at Discovery Elementary.  It is clear that 
we all work together to establish a positive school culture with a focus on the 5 Côs: 
Care, Cooperate, Collaborate, Contribute, and Celebrate.  The staff is committed to 
helping students reach their full potential and they work hard to implement research-
based, data-driven instructional techniques aimed to increase individual student learn-
ing outcomes.   
 We are looking forward to a great 2018-2019 school year TOGETHER!  
If you ever have any questions please feel free to contact me at any time.  
 
    ñTogether Weôre Better!ò 



         Fall Open House at Discoveryé...August 29th 

  
Over the summer, we have been working together to present the 
many programs here at Discovery. Our Fall Open House night is a 
very busy evening. Parents and students can meet with their 
teachers, fill out the necessary contact and information forms, 
find your lockers, deliver school supplies to your classroom, set 
up lunch accounts, as well as let you know that we are here to 
help. This is also an evening that the parents can sign up for the 
many Discovery Volunteer opportunities. 
  

Open House Wednesday August 29th 
 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 
 I Scream -You Scream-We All Scream for Ice Cream! 

 
Please join us for an 

Ice Cream Social during Open House on  
Wednesday, August 29th 5:00-6:30 p.m. (serving time). 



 

 

 7:45 Tardy Reminder 

 
 
 We have enjoyed having our new entrance at Discovery Elementary and the added security it 
provides for our students.  To be in compliance with School District policy and the Minnesota De-
partment of Education, we are now required to mark students who arrive after 7:45 a.m. as tardy.  
 In the past (without the secure entrance) we had no good way to track student tardiness.   
 
 To summarize, at 7:25 students may arrive through the main entrance.  The double 
doors in the inner vestibule will be open.  At 7:45 the double doors lock and any student  
arriving after that must enter through the office and at that point they will have to be marked 
as tardy.  We had many years of being ñlooseò with this policy, but now that we have our secure 
entrance we are able to more accurately comply with district policy that the other elementary school 
with secure entrances follow.  Thank you for your cooperation with this.    
 
     ñTogether Weôre Better!ò 
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